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Application/Control Number: 10/695.887 
Art Unit: 2155 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the preliminary amendment received 3/1 3/06. 
Claims 21-29 were renumbered 20-28 in accordance with rule 1.126. Accordingly, 
claims 1-28 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Blumenau et a! (USPGPUB: 2002/0007445) 

As to claim 1, Blumenau teaclies a method for adding a storage controller node 
in a storage area network, comprising: receiving a storage controller node to add to a 
logical storage controller in the storage area network having a logical nodename and a 
sequence of logical ports (0007, 0121); 

adopting the logical nodename from the logical storage controller in place of the 
predetermined nodename associated with the storage controller (0081); 
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and renumbering a set of ports associated with the storage controller to extend 
the sequence of logical ports associated with the logical storage controller (0081). 

As to claim 2, Blumenau teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising: 
generating configuration information reflecting the additional storage controller added to 
the logical storage controller and the set of ports added to the corresponding sequence 
of logical ports; and distributing the configuration information to one or more storage 
controllers associated with the logical storage controller (0081). 

As to claim 3, Blumenau teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the logical 
nodename associated with the logical storage controller is derived from a 
predetermined nodename associated with one storage controller (0081-0086). 

As to claim 4, Blumenau teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the 
predetermined nodename from the first storage controller added to the logical storage 
controller is used for the logical nodename (0087-0088). 

As to claim 5, Blumenau teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the logical 
nodename is a unique world wide node name (WWN) (0081). 

As to claim 6 Blumenau teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the sequence of 
logical ports is a contiguous numeric sequence of ports generated as sets of ports from 
each storage controller are added to the logical storage controller. 
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As to claim 7, Blumenau teaciies the method of claim 1 wherein each storage 
controller in the logical storage controller communicates with each other over an 
external communication link (0016). 

As to claim 8. Blumenau teaches the method of claim 1 wherein each storage 
controller added to the logical storage controller is designated a role selected from a set 
of roles including: a primary storage controller, a secondary storage controller and a 
alternate storage controller (0175). 

As to claim 9. Blumenau teaches the method of claim 8 wherein the secondary 
storage controller performs tasks assigned to the primary storage controller when the 
primary storage controller experiences a failure (0133-0136). 

As to claim 10, Blumenau teaches the method of claim 2 wherein the 
configuration information generated includes metadata describing the geometry of one 
or more volumes of data managed by the logical storage controller (0140). 

As to claim 1 1 , Blumenau teaches the method of claim 10 wherein the metadata 
information is selected from a set including: number of physical devices, physical device 
identifiers, ranges of blocks on the physical devices and total number of blocks (0077). 

As to claim 12, Blumenau teaches the method of claim 2 wherein distributing the 
configuration information is performed using an application programming interface 
compatible with one or more databases (0108). 
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Claims 13-28 present no further limitations above claims 1-12 above and are 
thus rejected under similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asad M. Nawaz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3988. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



